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(Llve-*tock  Branch.) 


PRACTICAL  HINTS  ON  CORN -GROWING. 


llY   J.  <■.   llKAKKY,   Soils   and  ChOI'H    I  NKTmCTOH. 

ircrKSSl'MT,  cDrii  iiiiil  iilfitlfii  KfiiwliiK  wonlil  wilvc  the  |ir<il>U'in  of 
iiKrlonlliirnl  iiroiliulloii  for  Hrltlsli  Coliimlila.  Tlitw  two  croiiH, 
Krowii  In  foiijiiiutloii  wllh  one  iinotluT.  iirovlde  the  very  l>ei»t  of  f<KKl 
for  I'vrry  tliiFS  of  llvt-  nlock.  for  iiillk-iirodiKtloii.  for  liccl-ralHliiK.  ami 
for  pork  mill  iimlloii  irrowliiK.  of  the  two  iropx.  It  would  lie  hnnl 
to  decide  which  was  the  more  deslralile;  each  occii|des  a  K|ihere  of 
ItM  own;  holh  iierforin  a  fnnctlon  in  the  Htock-fe»'dlnK  prmesH  that  can  lie  at  the 
moot  only  iiartlally  tilled  hy  the  other. 

The  function  of  corn  In  the  feedliiK  piimchk  Is  to  snpply  linlk  and  HU«-culence  to 
the  rathin;  itn  physloloclcal  fnnctlon  l»<  to  supply  fat.  heat,  and  enerny  for  the 
animal  lody  at  a  inlidniuin  cost.  It  serves  the  f.»rnier  fniictUin  l)e<ause  of  Its 
ahlllty  to  priMlnce.  in  districts  adapted  to  Its  culture,  lartjer  toi.naKe  per  acre  than 
any  other  crop;  the  latter  fnnctlon  it  serves  hecanse  of  the  stanliy  nature  of  hotli 
stalk  and  jtraln.  Corn  is  not  a  <oniplete  f<HKl  in  itself.  In  order  to  obtain  best 
rt«ult8  In  fe<>ilinB,  It  ninst  l;e  combined  with  alfalfa,  clover,  or  some  other  iiltro- 
Keiious  or  muscle-  and  lione-lmlldlnn  food. 

The  original  "corn  belt  "  was  of  rather  limited  area,  but  the  plant.  fortiniatel.v. 
IK.sseHses  wonderful  iMiwers  of  adaptation,  ko  that  districts  which  a  few  years  agu 
were  considered  unsuitaMe  for  Its  Kiowth  have  been  ami  are  still  lieliiB  adde<l  to 
the  fortunate  .iiea.  For  its  l;et<t  jtrowth,  corn  reipiires  high,  even  temperatures  and 
a  prowlnK  period  of  about  It'O  days.  Fair  yields  are  behiK  ohtainetl  In  districts  of 
oMil  nlBhts  and  a  KrowliiK  season  of  ]U»  days.  The  yield  ranges  all  the  way  from 
S  to  40  tons  of  green  corn  iier  acre.  The  lower  yields  are  usually  nccomiianled  liy 
i  a  somewhat  rh-hev  f<M>d  value. 

Some  districts  in  Hritisli  Col bia  olTer  problems  for  the  corn-grower,  but  there 

|ii^  reasoi!  to  believe  that  varieties  are  forthcondng  from  which  may  lie  evolved  strains 
[suited  to  the  parllcuhir  peculiarities  of  all  of  thc^e.  rullence  and  perseveranc«'  will 
leventually  overcome  the  natural  aversion  of  corn  to  cool  nights  and  short  seasons. 
Whole  books  have  been  written,  and  a  monthly  magazine  is  published,  dealing 
Iwllh  the  history,  culture,  and  value  of  the  corn-crop.  This  circular  is  not  an  attempt 
|to  e.\haust  the  subject  by  any  means,  but  the  following  hints  are  written  with  a 
flcsire  to  assist  those  who  nmy  not  be  familiar  with  the  culture  of  the  idant. 
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PRIPARATION  OP  THI  LAND. 

FAl.t.  ('itTiv.»Tioiy. 

the  winter  rrJ  ""^  '"    """'"  ""'J'""'''  '"  "'"  l""verl,I..K  effc-t  of 

Si'niN(i  Crr.TivATioN. 

winter,  weo,lH.  „r  Inkl.iK  „f  L  L      "Z\        '"•^''«>-  """""•«  "l'|.ll..l  ,l„rl„K  the 

It  «-..„ia  therefore  r^i,"       '        -o  ,        "'''";""'  '"  '"■""'""'«  '  "'•  "'  '^'y  ""•<»-•• 
'.1'talne.I  when  the  lan.l  N  Imrr,.„li  '    '  ^'"'  *■"»'  ''""  »'«""«  nre 

eanno  't^Trotrtn'':  I'i  T^T  '"  *'":"""""-'-  ''  '«  ^""^  '"-^  "»•'  -'" 
■nechanleal  c.,,naitlo  f^hnoir^l  tho'r'n  ,";'•""'""«'">■  •-•^■"'red  hoII.  The 
dependent  on  Ko«i  ^,  vl  L  a,  d  11  '"^•'""'  ""  >'  "'  "■«  I'lant-food  nre  largely 
to  yield  and  .natnrit      „  "n  f^-.r  ."  """"'■'f'"  '"""""^e  '•'  'orcl„«  the  cro,, 

corn  will  pay  ClI^^inl'linltlTl.rSHr!;'  '"  '""''"''  '--'^    ^  """  '^ 

ChoOSINO  TlIK   '      ■  ,, 

..e  c^xii^z  pn:::;:'.ri.:'".r'"""' 

the  «rowi„K  Perloa    L       :un:r  XenVrr.:,L         .  ?."'""'""  '"  '"«  '-«"■  "' 
the«ameexte„t  wm.  strains  of   hola,m.a;^^^^^^^^  T*'.."  "•"«  '°  "'"""'f 

qnalitles  of  con.  are  atTecl..,!  t  v  onHr.        V  "^  "'"■''''•  "'^  ''ar'y-'uaturInK 

eon.  from  which  the  ea  u!  1    h^ I       ".'      T."""  '"  "•''  """'"'"<'■    ^  *"'«»y  "f 

in  the  .«n.e  district  «.:::;:^,r—ru  :.:;^:r  rr;,r:;.u';f  ^""■•^"■^  ^^-^ 

Our  farmers  would  do  well  to  trv  .,.  r,.uV  ""  "'^  "«^^  condlflonK. 

Where  condition,  are  s,r.,aMoThe"r  own  ""  "  ''"'"  "'"  "^"""^  "  ''°'»  •"'""'^•- 

of  stalks  per  am.;  l^otLr  worl    h      ^  M  ,  ^°'""-""S  of  a  dem.lte  number 

eannot  do  this  ,„.  cJ  he  so^  .n.  r  '.:  ''  T""  '°  '"■""•"•'*  "  "•■'•'^•<^'  «">""•  "•« 
seed  has  to  In.  purehai'l  L  Z  '  '  ';"  .''"^■•"'""""'«  l"'"'^-'--  Wherever  the 
a«cr«a„a.in«,clt    ^.r    .     Lr//"^^     ^  ""  "'"  ''""  '^  ""''«»"«•  ">'" 

""t  •-  ^. vv.n«  exSm.;:i:r  ^   in'::r::m"L:!sr  ;r^  "'"^  "^  "'-''■ 

or  secure  a  1  ox  21  x  4S  x  (j  inclns    .nwi  H  i   "      ,         f'""ll"te  ihe  work:     M,.ke 


thf  '  "c.  aiui  mark  off  on  II  wJlh  bin.'  rlmlk  »«»  2x3  Inch  iN|imriHi.    NiinitM>r  thf 
m  Thta  provl<lt>«  nmni  to  liiit  an)  i-,.  n.     X.-xt  |ilii<v  th<>  c  olm  In  town  on  u 

taiu.    iHmvh.  or  ulii-lf,  unil  put  ii  >llvlKl<in  .iricr  t-vory  li'htli  n,l,,  ami  nnnib«>r  ili<> 

illvlilona  In  ninltl|ilp*  of  ten.     Itt-niov.'  n  ki-rni-l  fr tip.  niltlilln,  niiil  ImiII  of  path 

•  III.,  thrif  liornH*  from  cii.li  of  iwo  ..piNwIii-  HLUm.  hU  kfriHld  In  all;  pla<t<  ilifM> 
on  tlio  Minarp  i'orr('«iM)nilln({  l<>  tin-  iiniiilifr  of  lli<>  .oh.      Wlion  all   (he  n.lm  aru 

n'pr«'«Mil»'.l  on  llio  M|unri>H  In  tlic  l.ox.  n.v.T  tl willi  ii  pltn-  of  II ili»  cxm-i 

Hlie  of  llip  box.    (tvpr  thiM  pliin-  ini<rilit>r  iilfc-  of  Ihu-n  I  fool  lonucr  piiili  way  ilnin 
the  liox,  ntitl  nil  the  hox  with  iiioldl  wiw.IuhI.     Ki^'p  Hit-  U.x  niolMt  nml  wnrni.     fn 

wvpii  (hiyH  roll  np  Hip  miwdnut  In  Hip  u|>ppr  .lolli,  iiimI  rpniovc  tli xt  i  loth  nirp- 

fnlly  no  nil  to  hvoIiI  nilNhiK  llii-  ai-nnliiiitliitf  kiiiii>li».     Dlxiiinl  tli.M<>  <■,,],»  whl.h  <|o 
not  nhovv  mIiii'ui  KPrnilniitlon  In  W  ppr  it-nt.  of  Hip  kprii.-lM.     If  Hip  h.-.mI  U  »i<iii<i. 

ntiil  thp  lowpr  KiTniinuHiiK  kpriirlH  nniNt  Ip  iimpiI,  i uh  hppiI  mIioiiIiI  he  snwn  (.. 

innkp  np  iir  iipiirly  no  imhimIIiIp  for  Hip  ili-fprt. 

]>ATKM,  MtJ'lltollH,   .\MI   Umjh  01    SKMtl.Nd. 

The  (IiiIp  of  Hppilliie  will  ilppt ml  on  Hip  piirllnilar  Kpawin  and  Hip  1  .,  alll.v.  Tlip 
range  of  tcniiM-ratiirp  for  Hip  t'crnilnallon  of  lorn  Ih  from  -|0  to  ll.T  .iPKr.-**,  wllli 
a  prefcrretl  tPiniM-raliirp  of  !M)  lU-KrppH.  ,V  <i.I.|,  wpt  hi>pII  aflpr  pluiilliiK  in  fatal 
to  a  Bood  Ktand.  (iprnilnnllon  nndpr  ).'<"id  P4.ndll  oim  will  takp  plarp  In  hpvpii  dayn. 
and  the  i-orn  ahould  In-  planlpd  »o  Huit  Hip  yoiiiiK  pluiit  will  not  apiM'nr  ahovp  Kronnd 
until  that  date  wlilili  pxpprlpiicp  I  a«  taiiKht  to  lip  rpiiMoualily  nafp  from  front.  TIip 
ramte  would  be  from  May  10th  to  2IHi. 

For  thU  I'rovliup  It  would  sppiii  thai  Hip  "  ilipik  "  niptlnMl  of  pliinliiig  would 
Klve  bPHt  rr«nltH.  Matiirlly  Ih  iiioNt  diKlral.lp.  and  Kicalpr  iiialitrlty  1«  ol.luliipd  wlipii 
the  corn  Ih  chpcki-d  In  than  whpii  pliiiilpd  In  rows.  ThI.s  niolhod  uIho  allowH  of  Hip 
corn  bplnit  cultivated  both  ways.  It  Is  pocslblp  that  tirpalpr  toniiaup  could  lie  Rrowii 
by  planting  In  the  golld  row,  hut  II  will  not  pay  to  sacrllUc-  matiirlly  to  bulk.  Fifty 
|MT  cent,  of  the  food  value  Is  stored  In  the  corn  after  the  early-milk  Htai.'e  Ih  reiiehed. 

Very  small  arpas  uii  to  10  acres  may  be  planted  with  an  ordinary  baiiilplanter. 
There  are  a  nuinlipr  of  makes  of  tlie>e  planters  on  the  m.'rket,  and  most  of  them 
will  do  the  work  fairly  well.  For  larger  ureas.  psiH-clally  where  two  or  three 
iielghbonrs  cc-opcrate  In  the  purehasp,  a  power  <orii-planler  will  1m"  found  proHtable. 
When  the  hand-planter  Is  used,  II  Is  iiecpssary  to  "  mark  "  thp  eroimd  lipforp  spe,|im:. 

Skeoinq. 

A  servlccahle  marker  can  be  iiiiidp  as  follows:  Make  a  platform  3  x  S  fwt  of 
1-Inch  lumber.  Next  cut  thrci-  planks  2x0  liiches  by  :(  feet,  and  spike  tliesp  on 
edge  across  the  platform  the  dlstaiiep  apart  tnat  the  rows  of  com  are  to  be  planted. 
These  three  planks  act  as  "  runners  "  and  make  the  marks.  Attach  a  set  of  old  fills 
and  whiffletrees  to  the  front  of  the  platform,  and  the  oiittlt  Is  ready  for  use. 

It  will  make  the  work  of  planting;  easier  If  the  land  Is  rolled  or  floated  off  Just 
before  the  marker  Is  used.  The  land  should  be  marked  off  one  way,  and  then  cross- 
marked.    The  corn  Is  |ilniited  where  the  marks  cross  one  another. 

If  the  "runners"  on  the  marker  are  placed  42  Inches  apart,  the  corn  will  lie 
plaute<l  about  the  right  distance  apart,  though  a  range  from  30  to  4S  Inches  Is 
allowable.  The  corn  should  lie  planted  Just  deep  enough  to  come  In  contact  with 
the  moisture. 

For  coru  for  seed  puriKises,  two  or  tlirpp  stalks  per  bill  will  l>p  siiffldent ;  for 
siluge  or  fodder  punioses,  four  stalks  iier  hill  would  probably  be  more  desirable. 
The  planters  may  be  adjusted  to  sow  kernels  to  produce  these  numbers  of  stalk.H. 
Allowance  should  be  made  for  the  germinating  power  of  tlie  see<l. 

Intehtillaoe. 

The  ground  should  be  stirred  about  the  hill  before  the  plant  comes  through  the 
ground.  For  very  small  areas  Ibis  can  lie  done  wlta  the  garden-rake;  for  larger 
areas  Hie  drag-liarniw  may  be  iiseil,  provldecl  the  soil  is  not  too  loose  and  the  harrow 
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too  f»Mr\*-  A  "  wrrArr  "  wiHild  tlHMi  hr  |ii»frrii».l«'  !■»  tin-  h«miw.  A«t  i«m.ii  a«  »hf 
n.ni  wiiM*  JliMiifh  l\w  gnnuul.  »t\r  llw  *«ll  «l»mt  III.-  pmiil*  hmIii  wllli  Hm-  Ikh' 
Aiul  culllralf  lr««lwwii  ilM*  r.iw«  with  n  ImnM'  iiilllvm<>r  i>r  »iiiffl.T.  The  Hrnl 
<iiltlvBll<Hi  limy  |.«'  <l<>iM'  111  u  «l«lilli  of  4  liMhm;  «iiIiwi|ih>iiI  iiilllviill..tii<  nlMmlil 
lif  utiNllow.  TUt«  riM>l«  Imvt'  l«>.-ii  ruiiitil  In  !«•  liiU'rImliiB  IflwwMi  )li<>  rn"  -  thirty 
ilayii  «ft«T  iMttiitlnn.  ri.w  to  the  hill  Ihf  lalpnil  r—ln  iiiny  Im-  only  a  .  iiplf  i.f 
liiihn)  rniiii  Ihf  NiirfHii-.  aiul  fMrih«>r  out  only  4  l»  '.  Iii.hi»,  with  n  ii-iwurk  of 
liraiM'h  nN.lii  extfiuliiiK  from  2  lixlw*  Iwiienih  llw  nmtmt'  in  n  il.'|>ili  «t  .1  "r  4 
fM'l.     TlH'  frii|ii.'ii.y  »if  iiiltlv«ll..r.   will  iIiih-ihI  ..ii  IIh'  wtiilliMfa  of  ihi-  uinmiihI 

anti  tin"  waxoii.      Vni\ I   iiillivalli.ii  loiimrvi-d  the  iiiolMliirf  nml  n-.i«li«ln  In  the 

wannlnif-nii  oi  iif  xoll.  Kvi-ry  rnlllvallon  tut'im  lo  niak<-  It  "Jiini|>."  A  lU-Ul  of 
iiirn  tiilllvalwi  lhit<  linn-"  iluiInK  llio  wucon  iiiivo  n  ylt-hl  of  m  Iomn  ikt  h<t««. 
whi'  •  an  ailJohiluK  il«'ltl  iiiltlvantl  t-vrry  wk  throutflioui  ihi'  «tMiw>it  irn  •  i  yh-lil 
of  III  tuna  |M>r  nrrt>. 

A  few  of  Ihf  (IflnllH  of  lulllviillon  niHillom-*!  may  not  x.i'ni  to  Im>  h|»|(II>iiI>I«' 
where  larm-  wrwiK  (over  !•»  airwl  iire  Krowii.  There  are  not  likely  to  lie  many 
illHlrleiH  In  the  I'rovlme  where  hirae  arean  will  U"  itrowii  for  a  nuiiilH-r  of  yeara. 
In  the  nieinitluie,  larefiil  alleiiilon  to  iletallN  will  Im-  n«H-»i.Kary  and  will  prove  lo 
lie  proniahle. 

Hki.mtinii  Tilt;  Sf:ni. 

>:arly  niatiirlly  Ix  ih"  iiioni  lMiiM>rt:tiii  iinalliy  lo  lie  aliiie<t  for  In  Keliethm  tlie 
mhmI  In  IhU  I'rovlnee.  Tin-  olinervaut  nnieler  will  ni>ll<e  In  tfohiit  IhroiiKh  hU  mni- 
|ilot.  while  II  wi-niM  lo  lie  Mill!  huiiialiire,  that  the  !  irnkx  on  ii  few  n>l«  have  lieKnii 
to  tnrn  yellow.  It  will  he  noil't-il  noniel Iniew.  even,  that  onl.v  one  Hialk  In  the  hill 
priMlmt-a  i«ueh  n  eoh.  Thl«  U  Ih.'  lol.  to  («-<iire.  If  It  U  »llll  Bllifhtly  Ininuitnn-. 
■nark  It.  hut  <lo  not  lake  ihancett  on  havliiir  Ihe  froxt  nlrlke  l«-fore  yon  phirk  It.  (Jo 
IhronKli  the  eorn-i>lol  tarefnlly,  an<l  meiire  evt  ry  ••oh  kikIi  h*  we  have  (lexerlheil. 
Of  conice.  In  dlHtrleU  where  the  Beiimtn  N  iiniply  lonK.  one  ran  airor.I  to  liHik  for 
other  i|n«illlle«,  MiKli  n»  lytx'  of  phini.  lyix-  of  c.h,  eie..  Imt  our  main  i.rolil.in  now 

la  to  aeiure  w.Ml-.orii  that  will  mature  h r  illmate.     When  we  have  xtMnnil  Ihix 

In  tinanttty,  then  we  may  wet-k  lo  Improve  In  oilier  illrr.  ilcnx.  We  muxt  not  lone 
allfht  of  the  fact  that  .'id  l«'r  reiil.  of  llie  fiNul  value  Ix  xtoicil  In  Ihe  plani  after  the 
early-inllk  xlnge  hax  Ikh-ii  reached. 

SruKiNd  TIIK  Skkii. 

8ee«l-(iirn  ix  very  mixtvpllhle  lo  duniaKe  In  KermlnalliiB  ixiwer  from  hteli 
temperatnrex.  low  •nix-riiturex.  excexxlve  humidity,  or  p-xir  alr-clrcniation  for 
alMUit  four  we«>kx  ai  ImrvexlliiK.  Any  one  of  lliex*-  ce  'ona  will  Impair  Ihe 
uermlnaUon.     Some  of  them  alone  will  dexiroy  It.     Aft  Hrxt  four  weekx.  If 

the  coha  have  Iiih-u  cnreil  under  proix-r  condlllonx.  there  Ix  ii.it  much  daiiRer  from 
temii*raturex  If  air -clnnlallon  Ix  provided.  The  foUowhiK  method  of  xlorln«  Ix  cheap 
and  efftHllve:  Take  u  piece  of  liliiderhvlne  or  xlronii  cord  aliout  12  feet  lonK.  Tie 
the  two  endx  locelher.  Hold  an  end  of  the  douhled  com  In  eaih  hand,  «me  hand 
u  little  hlnher  thai  the  other,  and  lel  Ihe  cord  xmk  to  Ihe  fliHir.  Have  an  axxlalant 
pluw  ft  coh  In  the  donhle  of  Ihe  cord  on  llie  tloor;  hold  the  coli  llrmly  with  the  feel, 
nml  paxx  Ihe  xhort  end  of  Ihe  doulile  cord  through  Ihe  cord  under  the  other  hand. 
Have  the  axxlitlant  place  another  coh  In  iho  cordx  aliove  where  the  cordx  croxx.  xo 
that  the  cord  croxxex  U-lween  Ihe  two  cobs.  IlciM'at  Ihlx  oiM-nitlon  until  Ihe  cord  Ix 
full,  putting  the  colix  tip  to  hull  alternately.  I'axx  Ihe  loiiK  end  of  Ihe  cord  through 
the  xhort  end.  ami  hang  the  xtrlng  of  <<ilix  hy  the  l.Hip  xo  made  to  u  xplke  In  Ihe 
rafter.  Joixt,  or  other  convenient  plice  In  a  sultahle  building.  An  tsi  shed  Is  often 
the  iM-st  plai-e  available.    The  corn  may  be  left  In  Ihlx  oondltloi-  until  textlng-time. 

Habvkmtinu. 

Harvexler  companies  build  a  number  of  good  machines  for  this  purimxe.  Areas 
up  to  10  aires  had  better  be  cut  by  hac  with  an  ordinary  sickle,  unless  nelghlMiurs 
can  co-oiH-rate  in  llu>  purchase  of  a  machine.     It  Ihe  omi  Ix  cut  by  iinnd,  lay  it  in 


HlMiivra  of  four  hlllK  mch.  nml  put  ii|i  iifl«fw«f«l  In  •hrn-kR  n(  HRtilvm  to  Iwmljr  fiMir 
HliiNivni  «nb.  I»niw  tb«i  top  of  tlw  nhiM-li  li«vilM>r  l>y  udIiis  •  niw.  "«»  mmI  of  wliMi 
U  |«Mip<l  HiDHiKh  a  ring  Nllnrhnl  to  tlic  »lh««r.  mxl  II*  with  WmWrlwIiii'  <ir  mnl. 
•rhiii  iiwImii  a  niiiiimnillvfly  wi^allirr  proof  iwtliml  «if  liaiullliii  llif  crop.  Thr  fixliU'r 
luay  ln>  ilmwii  lit  mikI  tni  a*  iiwil.  Only  a  hiiimII  )pmiilllr  of  IIh'  tmUWr  i-aii  In*  nlorwl 
iiMP-lbor  III  a  liiilUlltiK  oil  B<ii.iiiii  of  lu  l»iMl«'iny  to  liral  or  hmhiIiI  wIwii  iwckwl 
I'liHU'ly  togcllirr. 

Tin-  liHW  from  any  iiH>iliml  of  ilry  or  IWIil  iiirliiB  U  btmvy.  TTh'  li«*l  iwllual  of 
liniiillliiil  iln>  •'.iriiirop  In  >>y  hmmiiim  of  iIm*  kIIo,  IIiii  that  U  a  miwralf  kiiI.J"!.  mimI 
oiii>  Willi  whii'li  we  lio|M>  to  ilfiil  liili-r. 

•UMMANV. 

roni'KrnwIiiii  n-tpiln*-- 

(I.I  t'lovor  «hI  or  iiiuiiiiritl  liititl: 

I'i.)  OimmI  full  una  Nprliitf  iiiltlviillon : 

(.■l.»  Tmt«l.  MlroiiKKrowInx  wntl  of  iin  itibipltil  ilnilii  of  n  «iiiiiililf  viirl«iy; 

(4.)  KrttpK-iil,  ahallow  liilprtllluilf: 

(.1.)  Curffiil  wlwiloii  of  lilt'  Mill: 

(II)  A  Kilo  for  tlio  HlornKi'  of  llie  fiHlik-r. 


VICTORIA,    B.C.: 

rrliiinl  liy  WiiiuM  II.  rii.iiv,  ITIiiiM  !•<  thr  KlimV 
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